To 4-(2-bromoethyl)phenol [1] (28.75 g, 143 mmol) and tert-butyldimethylchlorosilane (23.64 g, 159 mmol) in dry THF (600 mL), imidazole (24.27 g, 357 mmol) was added at 15 °C over 10 min and stirred at ambient temperature. The mixture was filtered, the filtrate was concentrated in vacuo, and the residue was dissolved in Et 2 O (300 mL), washed with dil. AcOH (pH 5.5, 2 x 300 mL), water (2 x 300 mL), satd. NaHCO 3 (1 x 250 mL), dried over Na 2 SO 4 , filtered and concentrated in vacuo. The residue was purified by column chromatography (250 g SiO 2 , petroleum ether : EtOAc = 95 : 5). Yield: colorless oil (32.92 g, 73%). TLC: petroleum ether : EtOAc = 2 : 1, R f = 0.95.
